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A majority of first year students (58.5%) consider themselves liberal.
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First Years are engaged in political issues, with 86% indicating there is a very
good chance they will vote in a local, state, or national election.

First years indicate the following personal goals are very important or essential to them...

Helping others in difficulty (75%)

Being involved in programs to clean up the environment (40%)
Keeping up to date with political affairs (35%)

Becoming a community leader (34%)

Influencing social values (28%)

Participating in a community action program (28%)
Influencing the political structure (16%)

...but that does not always directly translate to behavior:

30% frequently discussed politics.

28% frequently performed volunteer work.

7% frequently publicly communicated their opinion about a cause (blog, email, petition).
6% frequently helped raise money for a cause or campaign.

2% frequently demonstrated for a cause (boycott, rally, protest).
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With respect to specific issues raised in the 2024 election cycle:

B Strongly Agree  ® Somewhat Agree

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT SHOULD CREATE A
CLEAR PATH TO CITIZENSHIP FOR
UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS

COLLEGES SHOULD PROHIBIT RACIST/SEXIST
SPEECH ON CAMPUS

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE
STRICTER GUN CONTROL LAWS

SEXUAL ACTIVITY THAT OCCURS WITHOUT THE
PRESENCE OF EXPLICIT, AFFIRMATIVE CONSENT
(I.E. "YES MEANS YES") IS CONSIDERED...

ABORTION SHOULD BE LEGAL

WOMEN SHOULD RECEIVE THE SAME SALARY
AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCEMENT AS
MEN IN COMPARABLE POSITIONS

m Strongly Agree  m Somewhat Agree

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IS NO LONGER A
MAJOR PROBLEM IN AMERICA

THE UNITED STATES SHOULD INTERVENE IN THE
WARS OF OTHER COUNTRIES

STUDENTS FROM DISADVANTAGED SOCIAL
BACKGROUNDS SHOULD BE GIVEN
PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT IN COLLEGE...

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
SHOULD BE ABOLISHED

COLLEGES HAVE THE RIGHT TO BAN EXTREME
SPEAKERS FROM CAMPUS

THROUGH HARD WORK, EVERYBODY CAN
SUCCEED IN AMERICAN SOCIETY

WEALTHY PEOPLE SHOULD PAY A LARGER
SHARE OF TAXES THAN THEY DO NOW

B Somewhat Disagree  ® Strongly Disagree

45.3% 44.2% 8.3%2
49.2% 34.8% 14.4%.
59.9% 29.7% 8.8%4
66.7% 28.3% 404
73.9% 20.6% 23%
84.1% 15.4%.5
B Somewhat Disagree ~ m Strongly Disagree
5%8% 32.1% 56.5%
4% 34.3% 51.7% 10.7%
10.4% 55.5% 25.3% 8.8%
11.9% 24.9% 47.5% 15.8%
16.5% 44.3% 27.8% 11.4%
16.9% 26.8% 41.5% 14.8%
39.9% 42.6% 13.1%.49
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